
VALUE PROPOSITION
&

SHORT GUIDE

2020

WHARTON RESEARCH DATA SERVICES



Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS)

Wharton Research Data Services

2

Who we serve2

Data Content3

WRDS Snapshot1

How WRDS works4



1. WRDS Snapshot
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Single source for leading global and research databases

• Gold standard for global financial research

• Variety of Disciplines: Accounting, Banking, Economics, Finance, Insurance, Marketing, Statistics

• Entity Management and Data Linking: e.g. CRSP (stock prices) & COMPUSTAT (Fundamentals)

Internet-based and individual accounts to access from anywhere. Flexible Delivery & 
Access Options

• Web Queries: Easy-to-Use, Point-and-Click Interface

• WRDS Cloud – Scalable High Performance Computing & Storage

• Unix Terminal Connection

Full-time Research, Support & E-Learning

• Ph.D. Research and Expert Technical Support

• Online Help and 24/7 System Monitoring 

• Extensive E-Learning Live and On-Demand

• Comprehensive Knowledge Base

• Proprietary Research Applications, Programs and Utilities
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RESEARCH BENEFITS

• WRDS significantly reduces time to data discovery, analysis and

publication, greatly increasing researcher productivity.

• WRDS has been able to improve research efficiency and speed 

time required for academic research by as much as 40% vs. 

similar institutions that do not use WRDS.

• Intuitive and flexible interface for all constituents

• Extensive suite of sample programs to assist customized, 

personalized and complex research analyses

•  Comprehensive support from expert personnel including Ph.D.’s 

and data specialists

•  Integrated access to numerous datasets across multiple

disciplines 
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ADDITIONAL BENEFITS

• Data validation and integrity, ensuring timely updates and 

ready-to-use standardized data immediately available for 

analysis.

• Multiple interfaces (web, analytical software, computing 

platform) and teaching tools provides ease of use and 

flexibility.

• Proprietary linking routines to integrate datasets, sample 

programs, and data linking utilities speed research time and 

productivity considerably.

• Valuable recruiting tool to help attract and retain leading 

faculty and other thought leaders to your institution

• Prestige of providing the industry gold standard for global 

financial research that the leading global business schools 

provide to their faculty and students.



Who we serve
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• Over 50,000 Users in 35 Countries

• 500+ Subscribers including:

Harvard University,  Stanford University, University of Chicago,    

Columbia University and most major business schools globally

• 45+ Data Vendors including: 

Capital IQ, CRSP,  NYSE Euronext TAQ,  FactSet and Refinitiv

• 300+ Terabytes of Data and Fast Cloud Computing Environment

• PhD Level Research Support



Data Content
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How WRDS works

• Type of accounts 

• WRDS Reps 

• Request an individual account 

• First steps using WRDS
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Type of Accounts   -access is online and individual-

Faculty &

Ph.D.
Unlimited access through the web, SSH, and/or FTP, and include 10 GB of permanent

disk storage. Faculty and doctoral students will have their own password access.

Research

Assistant

Available to graduate and undergraduate students performing research for a faculty

member. These accounts allow access via web, SSH, and/or FTP, and include 10 GB

of permanent disk storage.

Master &

Undergrad
Available to full-time masters students of member institutions. Accounts allow unlimited

access via the WRDS website, no disk storage, and expire at the end of the semester.

Staff
Staff accounts allow unlimited access via web, SSH, and/or FTP, and include 10 GB of

permanent disk storage.

Visitors
Visitor Faculty (non-permanent or part-time position, or those on a limited appointment).

These accounts allow unlimited access via web, SSH, and/or FTP, and include 10 GB

of permanent disk storage.

Class
Class accounts may be requested by standing faculty of member institutions and are

used to access the WRDS web interface. Primarily for student usage that is

associated with a specific class and all students in the class share the same

password.
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The WRDS Representative

Who is the WRDS Rep?

• Subscribing institutions have at least 2 WRDS Representatives (Librarians).

• The role of the WRDS Representative involves a minor time but is essential in helping us 

to ensure an effective communication. The 4 responsibilities we ask of our Reps: 

o The WRDS Rep will serve as a liaison between the WRDS staff and the users 

(notices regarding system upgrades, addition of new vendors, scheduled 

maintenance, etc). 

o The WRDS Rep will monitor account requests by verifying that a requestor is

indeed standing Faculty, a PhD student, authorized research assistant or staff

member at the University. Whenever a user from a subscriber institution submits an

account request, we will send an e-mail notification to the WRDS Rep. Then this

person will go to the URL indicated in the message and follow the instructions to

approve the request.

o The WRDS Rep will disable accounts after users leave your institution. Extend

expiration dates when necessary.

o The WRDS Reps will notify department heads/chairs regarding WRDS

administrative changes (i.e.: modification of WRDS fee structure, procedures, etc.).
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How to Request an Individual Account

Once your institution is onboard, ALL affiliated profiles can follow these steps:

1 – Go to: 2 – Click here:

Wrds-Wharton.upenn.edu
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And finally, click the ‘Register’ tab:
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Now, users will be able to access through their 

usernames & passwords 

from anywhere in the world with internet connection:

https://wrds-www.wharton.upenn.edu/

https://wrds-www.wharton.upenn.edu/
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First steps: our Homepage

.

View the subscriptions in your 

institution; unsubscribed 

databases are shown in GREY

Main Tool Bars
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Find products and vendors your institution is subscribed to, including any trial subscriptions.

Get Data tab

Search by vendor Search by areas of 

research



DOWNLOAD DATA USING OUR WEB QUERY
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Additional information about S&P Compustat database

Select the vendor and dataset



STEP 1: ENTER THE DATE RANGE
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For this example, enter 2018 January to 2019 December



STEP 2: ENTER THE COMPANIES
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Enter the ticker symbols of the companies to search: 

IBM AMZN.

Use “Code Lookup” to find the codes if you do not 

know the ticker symbols.

Make sure Ticker is selected



STEP 3: SELECT THE VARIABLES
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Choose the variables you want 

from the Query Variables list

Click on the Question Mark for additional 

help on the variable explanation. For 

example, Stock Exchange Code (EXCHG) 

gives you the details on each code.Screening function available when 

needed; for this example, leave it blank.



STEP 4: SELECT THE OUTPUT FORMAT
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For this example, select csv as 

output format



QUERY RESULTS
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Download the cvs file in Excel.

Variable Descriptions provide you the Variable 

Reference so you could look up the header 

names and variable descriptions.
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Analytics tab Designed to improve efficiency and avoid creating sophisticated programs
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Classroom tab Teaching and learning toolkit designed for faculty use in the classroom.
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Research tab
Applications, macros, research guides, and sample programs to

assist you in replicating well-known empirical papers and can serve

as a starting point in your own original research.
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Support tab
Learn about the available data sets at WRDS, how to access them

remotely or on our WRDS Cloud high performance computing cluster,

and how to use our data in your research.
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Professional Research and

Technical Support to assist our

users with any difficulties including

reviewing their programs, locating

the right data for a particular

research problem, and answering

any other questions. Clicking the

Support tab and ‘contact WRDS

Support’ users will receive a

response in less than 24h.



T H A N K  Y O U !




